
THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 
SCHOOL OF LAW 


February 25, '987 


Mr. James G. Bl iqht 

'■ofin F. Kennedy School of Government 

^9 John F. Kennedy Street 

harvard University 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

lear Mr. Bl ight: 

I ^/ery much regret that I shall not be able to attend the meeting at 
'•'.awk's Cay on the Cuban missile crisis. 


ve 


am writing you this letter *hout the Jupiter missiles in Turkey since 
likely am the onlv living person who must know about s n at particular 


: uD.]ecL. 

V/hen President Kennedy took office, he had in front of him a very critical 
•eport from the Joint Atomic Energy Committee of Congress about the Jupiter 
•issiles in Turkey and Italy. The Committee considered these missiles to 
■e both obsolete and vulnerable. : remember that we joked sbeut which way 
;ne missiles would fly if they were fired. I also remember trim to : c tnat 
: tourist driving an automobile alone a nunlic hinhwav w--> a .1? ca^re*- 
•:fle could knock holes in the sk'-ns nf "he" missi' i <"-< : . 


After dinner I had .1 v;-;k in the •'iarcen w:tn ,-:r. tenm -e.rner , too 
-oreign Minister of Turkey, and took up with rmm the matter of withdrav/ina 
'he Jupiters from Turkev. He expressec considerable concern on tv/o grounds. 


\>ary embarrassing 


isn costs ^ r trie ^a^itc' missiles arc tnat it wouic 
r them to qo right back and tell the Parliament that 
lupiters v/ere being withdra 


he said that it would be 

:=maoinq to the morale of Turkey if the Jupiters were to be withdrawn before 

Claris submarines became available in the Mediterranean but these submarines 
■:ulc not become available unt'l the spring of 1963. 
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'■Jnon returning to Washington, r went over these Turkish points with 
resident Kennedy, and he accepted "he idea of some delay in removing the 
■jniters. it is generally supposed that at the time of the Cuban missile 
is is President Kennedy was angry ./hen no discovered that the Jupiters had 
it been removed from Turkey. I would simply say that he never expressed 
••y irritation to me because he had been fully briefed by me on that situa- 
' *■ o n . 


uui 
..•me up 
ctober 
c Neman 
hat sin 
nforr 

hat Bob 
our 
his in 
■ 1 1 i n g 
obrynin 
sed by 
nat he 


ing the Cuban missile crisis t 
and. indeed, was raised by the 


?6. 


.he 

R 
small meeting in the 

!v 


, Bobby Kennedy, McGeorge Bund 
ice the Jupiters in Turkey were 
he Russians of this in order tha 

cate the solution of the missi 
>oy Kennedy would so inform Ambas 
iff ices, I telephoned Bobby Kenne 
o rotation along to Dobrynin as in 
with Dobrynin at the time of rr 

iat he had to say on that su 
Bobby Kennedy, but he told me 
said as "very important in 


question of the Jupiters in Turkey 
ussians in their message of Friday, 
vai Office with President Kennedy, 
and perhaps one other, 1 suggested 
oming out in any event that we should 
. this irrelevant Question would 
e sites in Cuba. It was agreed 
-cdor Dobrynin. When we returned 
idy to underline that he should pass 
formation. He told me that he was 
call and that he had ?■ ready told 
ect. I do not know the exact words 
ter that Dobrynin had described 
rmation . " 


JODrvnir. 


rient" 
jroucn 


tion as to whether there was an 

~.r -' n writing recording the exchange on the 
paoer was returned to Dobrynin as inapnron'r 


the Russians 


:jC!o tc .?ie removal or the mi 
comim out in any event. He 


it ted 


rcj ; er, then at Columbia university, and dictat 


,a lenient in 


uc-a t-ecause tne jus iters 
o telephone ".he late Andrev/ 
to him a statement which 

ands of U Thant onlv after *urtner sianal 
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from us. That step was never taken and the statement I furnished to Mr. 
Cordier has never seen the light of day. So far as I know, President 
Kennedy, Andrew Cordier =ind I were the only ones who knew of this 
particular step. 

With personal best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Dean Rusk 


